
Dear Colleag?.le: 

At the Westex Ii meeting 2-t was mentioned that the Jet Propu~~~ 
Labmatsxq- had bean assigwd the technical sup3rv%sion of tie At%%&-Vega 
roclreta The Vega 3x1 the next generation of deep epace wWXkx and ui3.l 
be used for a xc&.ety of purposes0 The f3xst atage is amodf.Eed 
Atl.as ICE4 bxllt by ConvaLr Astronautics Corporatio&, Th@ second stage 
is a GE 405 engine or modif%%d 'tTanguard fir& stage, The third &a@ %S 
now befng developed at tha Jet Propulsion k&oratory and is ua~ 
referred to as the 6K became it is designed to produee;l 6ooO pomds 
thrust, 

The f&r& Vega Ikunc'~ I&XL take a trajectory out gas% the ken, 
This will occw in khe middle of 1960, The second Vega wiW, be aeat 3.n 
the direction of I&-s hopefU3.y missing it by no more than a IdXl.io~ 
milese3 This launchingxi.XLtake place Anlate Septemberof?. and%he 
probe w3.I.l amive 5x1 the neighborhood of Maxv apptxcima~ly 3.45 days 
lat%Po The third Yega laun&fng attempt will t&e place In Januw of 
196% and the probe will. be sent in the direct2~ of V~IRW, The ttip 
K!.3. t&m a~ppcnt5m.ately 90 dtzysO This i-3 the way the props. shapes up 
nawa It may b3 nece8sary to change it, 

TM gseiss payloads for each of these shots ax?ez 

The grngq payload Inc?ndes the power supp - o guidance, co~fcat3.~ 
agstem, etertj Ye leaving considerably less fop sc ntific instnrmentsu T& 
current estd.mate ofthe.scierrtiflc package~~~@hts are8 

OMmsly, the Ikmi mission poses the most sex-ious techa2z~LI. 
prob&ns, It also pxwsento an opporturxlt~ for the United States to 
31cgaih mm3 pxw3tZg~9inthe spacef5&?+do 





An Snfra-red telescope would also be urrsfhl on aVePnas pmA.a 
Temperatures of the Cytherian atmosphwre we wrrent¶y@s%lm~bd from 
radiation in the 8,x.x region and the lo-13 y region, 

What ideas do you have for the 3Iars and Venus missicm~? There 5s 
not much tiw and we mu& m&~ our decisions soon0 

Looking forward 3x aeejng you, 


